BIZINSIGHT™ 5.0.34

Release Notes

The 5.0.34 release of BizInsight contains many updates and improvements. This document provides
information on the changes and special instructions where needed regarding installing or using the new
features.

1.1. Major Features

1.1.1. Improved Installer

Prior to 5.0.34, customers would have to enter key paths in the Application Settings dialog
after entering most of them during the installation. The installation now saves the values
entered in an app.config file in the bin5 subdirectory of the BizInsight installation folder.

i1

Application Settings #2¢Bizinsight"

Please enter the zettings for Bizlnzight. If you do not know the settings, just leave them blank for
now. Per-user settings can be accessed under Application Settings later.

Shared Directory for Content files (UMC Formatting, for example: "“\semnversharename
I\\server2DDS\BizlnsightShare\Eontent

Shared Directory for Administration files [UMNC Fomatting, for example: "\serverisharename'
I\\server2DDS\BizInsightShare\.-‘-‘«dmir‘

Reporting Services Server [Fomat: “http://serverdieportzerver’]

Ihttp: Hzerver 2003 reportzerver

Reporting Services Folder Name [Mame of the folder on the reporting server where the RDLs are. ..
|BizhstERF

Cancel | < Back | Mext > I

A. Shared Directory for Content files — This should be the path to the network folder that
contains your .biz files and your BizContent add-in files (.dll, .dna and .xl).

B. Shared Directory for Administration files — This should be the path to the network
folder that contains your license file (.lic file) and your .users files.

C. Reporting Services Server — Enter the Web Service URL for your Report Server site.

o

Reporting Services Folder Name — Enter the name of the folder on the Reporting
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Services site that contains the BizContent reports (.RDLs). If uncertain of this folder
name, browse to the Reporting Services web service URL to determine which folder

contains the BizContent reporting services reports.

1.1.2. "Scan for Content”

This process will scan the configuration path directory for BizContent add-in files. All files that are
found will be copied to the local workstation and automatically registered within Excel. No manual
registration of Content XLL files is necessary when installing and configuring additional add-ins.

)

e | BV B
Bizinsight Application Data Online Save ChangR$ Scan for
Explorer Seltings Caches to Bizinsighlg Content

Bizinsight Reporting and Analytics

1.1.3. XMLFast Render format

A fast, low footprint render format has been added that creates in-memory caches by using
reporting services as a metadata store only and not an execution engine. This new feature

can be enabled in the Application Settings dialog.

XMLFast Overview

XMLFast - Off
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Application Setting Option: XMLFAST

[ Enable Formuls Editar Pop-up [ Parsist SOL Authentication (Session Onki
[ Enable Refrash Timer Clear Credentials |
™| Enable Cache Informaton Dislog Local Content Path |

[ Enable XMLFAST

IMPORTANT: This feature requires the following configuration changes:

e TCP/IP remote connection must be enabled for SQL Server when using XMLFAST
and allows dynamic porting such as port 1433. If using dynamic ports, the SQL
Browser service must be running on port 1434 and server firewall restrictions
adjusted.

Firewall exceptions should be:

0 TCP Port 1433

0 UDPPort1434

0 Program exception for sqlservr.exe

e The Bizlnsight user’s rights in Reporting Services must be increased.

e Encrypted credentials in the Reporting Services data source must be removed and
the data source must be configured for either Windows authentication or to
prompt the user for SQL credentials. IMPORTANT: SQL credentials cannot be
used for any content packs that use Linked Servers to retrieve data from the
accounting system database.

This new render format resolves the following issues:

a. Customers using SQL Express were experiencing excessively long times to load data into
memory .

b. Creation of duplicate caches when analysis sets and functions used the same Reporting

Services RDL.

All server side parameters in cache have _1 on the end of the column name.

Empty DataSet results when using an ATOM feed and no report parameters

"Column Not Found” being returned when a data set is empty.

List columns are not in the order specified in the Reporting Services RDL.

S o a0

XMLFAST Testing Results

Server Information Software Bizinsight
Windows 7 Professional Excel 2010, 64-bit BizInsight 5.0.34 build
SP1 64-bit version

Xeon Dual Core 2.53 GHz SQL Server 2008 R2 MASS500 GL Version 1.0.4.0 64-bit
database compatibility

Last Revised: December 11, 2012



8gb RAM

XMLFAST ON
Data Data
Total R . . .
Refresh Execution Execution Execution Iteration
Time: 2009 Time: 2010 Time Count
(sec)
(sec) (sec)
Test Result 1 44 .35 6 4 34.35 33516
Test Result 2 42.89 5 4 33.89 33516
Test Result 3 45.21 5 4 36.21 33516
Test Result 4 43.29 6 4 33.29 33516
Test Result 5 43.38 5 4 34.38 33516
XMLFAST OFF
Data Data
Total R . . .
Refresh Execution Execution Execution Iteration
Time: 2009 Time: 2010 Time Count
(sec)
(sec) (sec)
Test Result 1 145.6 65 39 41.6 33516
Test Result 2 130.32 53 43 34.32 33516
Test Result 3 131.34 55 41 35.34 33516
Test Result 4 133.61 59 40 34.61 33516
Test Result 5 132.64 49 47 36.64 33516
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1.1.4. 30-day Trial Option

A 30-day trial option has been added to the product. All users will see the following
message when starting Excel the first time after installing this new version.

Trial mode is enabled. You have 29 days left in the Trial peried. Press 'Cancel’ to
disable the Trial Mode,

QK Cancel

IM

Choose “Cancel” if you have purchased the product and have a BizInsight.lic file to prevent
this message from popping-up each time Excel is started.

The About dialog will still display a date for the Trial Expires but provided a license is found
in the Administration Path, BizInsight will continue to function beyond the indicated date.

About BizInsightXL x|

Bizlnsight
Finor Werzion 5.0.0.34

" 5 Copyright © 2010 BizMNet Soft nc.
g‘B|Z|ns|ght'“ BEITJ‘JythSoftware e meare. The

Trial Expires: 8/14/2012 ;I
Powered By Licensed to: BizMet Software Test License
v = . Licenze Expires: 1/31/2029
?“ BIZNEt SOﬁWare iz authorized with Designer access rights LI

Support Tools |

1.1.5. Convert Reports from V4 to V5

This version allows V4 customers to run their existing reports in 5.0 without the need to re-
write their reports immediately. Customers are strongly urged to re-write their reports in
order to be able to drill down on functions and take advantage of any new 5.0 capabilities
not available with V4 functions. In addition, V4 customers who move to V5 will not benefit
from the performance improvements made to the product unless V4 functions are
converted to V5 functions.
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v (Tl IaTa [DTE=NNE i 7 | e s ("WITDMET", "Balances_all", "CompanyCode,Fiscalvear", "T
"SURY, "CompanyCode=" & "ARC", "Fiscalvear=" & SBS4, "FiscalPeriod=" & SB&S, "Account LIKE " & "

N MSearnent04 LIKE " & ", "Segment0S LIKE " & "*", "Segment06 LIKE " & "*", "Segment07 LIKE" &

\

Example V4 function
opened in Excel with E

& B C ;
oy e ——=——— 5.0.34 installed.

2 Incomne Staternent

5]

4 Fiscal Year [2009

S Fiscal Period |02

6 Locations

7 111} 01 02 03

g

9 Revenues

10 400 sales 1] 235,767 7.734 4,545

11 (4258 Returns & allowances [3,482) o o o

12 Met Sales [3.482) 255,767 7,734 4,545
{13 450 Cost of 5ales r o’ i72,305)" (28311 {31,788
112 Gross Margin [3.482] 162,962 4,903 [26,939]

Customers upgrading to 5.0.34 from V4 will have to search for
“BizAddIn.ExcelAddinModulel.” and replace with nothing for their reports to run in 5.0.34.
The user’s BizFunctions.xml must be copied to the content share directory that contains the
5.0 .biz and content client files (.dll, .dna, .xll).

Find Replace |
Findwhat:  [Bizaddin,ExceladdnModul ¥ | [ MoFormatSet | Format... | -]
Replace with: | =] [MoFormatset | Format... ||

Wikhair: W [ Match case

™ Match entire cell contents
Search: |Bv Rows -

Look in; IFnrmulas 'I Opkions << |
Replace Al | Replace | Find All | Find Mest I Close |

1.2. Major Enhancements

1.2.1. Application Settings Changes

Several options have been added to the Application Settings dialog to allow users better
control over Bizlnsight behavior. Users can now specify whether they want to see the
caching dialog when refreshing their reports, whether they want to see a pop-up dialog
showing the total time taken for their report to refresh and whether they want the Formula
Editor to automatically open when a function is dragged and dropped (non-XP operating
systems only).
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¥ Enable Formula Editor Pop-up ™ Parsist S0L Authentication [Session Only

Clear Credentialz

|7 Enable Refrash Timer

¥ Enable Cache Infarmation Dizlg Local Content Path |

V' Enable ¥tLFAST Calculation Settings |

1. Application Settings Enable Options

Enable Formula Editor Pop-up — optional setting to display function information
during Excel calculations.

Enable Refresh Timer — optional setting to enable or disable refresh timer.

Enable Cache Information Dialog — optional setting to disable background worker
thread pop-up.

Enable XMLFAST — using reporting services as a metadata store only and not an
execution engine.

Persist SQL Credentials — Persist SQL Credentials for duration of the session. Not
enabled by default.

2. Application Settings Buttons

Clear Credentials — This button can be used to clear SQL credentials that have been
persisted for the current Excel session and will cause the user to be re-prompted to
supply new SQL credentials.

Local Content Path — When the Scan for Content button is used to register
BizContent Excel add-ins on a client workstation, it copies the BizContent client files
locally. The default directory is the user’s Documents directory. This option
provides the ability to change the local directory to which the files are copied.
BizContent Excel add-in files will be copied to a subdirectory named “BizContent”
of the path specified.

Calculation Settings — This button provides users access to options that allow them
greater control over Excel’s calculation behavior.
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Calculation Sekkin o ] 4

—Refresh
& Workbook Calculate Ful
" Workbook Calculate Full Febuild

¥ Fiefresh Analpsiz et Lists
[~ Refresh Pivot Tables

A

Calculation Settings

Refresh

Refresh Analysis Set Lists

Refresh Pivot Tables
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Description

Users can control whether an Excel Workbook Calculate
Full or a Workbook Calculate Full Rebuild is used when a
BizInsight report is refreshed. The default option of
Workbook Calculate Full should be the option used unless
the report is not refreshing all functions. Choosing the
Workbook Calculate Full Rebuild will cause Excel to rebuild
the dependency tree before recalculating functions. This
will result in a more complete recalculation but the
tradeoff will be that the recalculation of the report will be
slower.

This option allows a user to control whether Bizlnsight
analysis set lists contained in a report are refreshed when
BizInsight performs a refresh. Unchecking this option
results in a faster refresh but analysis lists will not be
refreshed and would display stale data.

This option allows a user to control whether Excel pivot
tables contained within the Bizlnsight workbook are
refreshed. One caution about this option. Any pivot
tables that use an external data source for their data
source could cause an Excel crash if that external data
source is not accessible. This option is turned off by
default.



1.2.2. Pivot Layouts per Function

Prior to 5.0.34, the option to save pivot layouts was to save by Reporting Services RDL file.
This meant that all functions that used the same RDL would all use the same pivot layout.
In 5.0.34, the ability to save a pivot layout by function has been added.

A. Start by drilling down on a function. The drill-down can have a default layout or a

previously saved layout.

B [ W]
i tut
d  Lopy
Anglesey Proparties, LLC B Pasle Dplion: ———
] tiEs, LLE AP
Pagte Lprcia red Cylindars, LLC CEC
http: N apiordan/repon cerae + Boerties, LLC P
EPICIGL et
GLCompany Delete
devuier Clew Coptents rrE
DaEvuser Tiltgr  Hes, LLE EvaL Ewalt
s i o redCylinders, LWC  DvaL\Eval
Lo L] B . operties, LLC Evial\Ewaly
i pary=af IFS Legnen
EPICENTUSER=EVAL Evaluatiy =T [eomat Calls

oy
EWaL\Evalaation
¥ ann et
l ¥ 5 Badwriend Gt
ey Gl Bafantes Preot
Calii =13 = A 47 % - % 3L Trans Details List
B WAl 5L Priwns Dakaily Pt

B. With the resulting pivot table, right-click inside the pivot table and select the PivotTable
options
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A B c 1] E
DriflDown
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BoakiD adly =

|
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2
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23
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C. Arrange the Pivot Layout as desired and then right-click and click the “Save Pivot
Layout” button.

LoD
A Remose “Sum of Metimt®
Supenanize values By

S Wylues A

Show Dighail

-8
Lioto

11100 Dy valus Fisld Settng...

1

2

3

4

% Rowlabels - Sumaofl o
F 1
7

]

] 11480

PaeotTable Qobions..

10 12000
11 12008 W] HidePleig it

12 12020 Rt

13 12035 Refrech Preot Cache

14 22005 Syvn Prvat Layout

15 23100

6] oo [ __smea]

17 20000 Calibrl = |11 = A% 4" % = % o+ =ff
18 F2000 n;‘*}""ﬂ'_'+6£f=f
19 A8000 R EIEY

20 75000 a

D. Then drill-down again from the function and the new layout should be applied every
time you drill-down. The code is backwards compatible so all previously saved layouts
will still be valid.
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1.2.3. Support Tools Dialog

A. Hit the “About” button in Bizinsight, then click the “Support Tools” button

Bizlnzight
Minor Version 5.0.0.34

. . C ight ® 2010 BizNet Soft , Inc.
#J9BizInsight™ eiesiee

Powered By

N/ .
#,9BizNetsoftware’
Suppot oo |

B. Support Tool Dialog pop up screen

p':‘ Sup...l. — l =] XS |

Compact DBs
View Events
Export Events

A
Support Tool Description
Dialog
Sysinfo This button will display system information gathered from the client

workstation that may be asked for when you contact BizNet Software
support for help with the product.

Operating System Information ﬂ

& Computer Mame = \WILDWINT

| Manufacturer = Dell Inc.

= Model = Latitude D&30

25 Mame = Microsoft Windows 7 Professional
| wWindows | \Device\HarddiskDPartition2
Version = 6.1,7601

System Type = x64-based PC

Phrysical Memory = 8587796430

Windows Folder = Cwindows

Compact DBs This button will compact and repair the BizContent .biz files. These files can
become corrupt. By default Bizlnsight will try to detect corruption in these
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files on startup of Bizlnsight and will automatically attempt to compact and
repair the files but this button allows a user to manually compact and repair
the .biz files if needed. After clicking the Compact DBs button, the following
dialog will display to indicate when the process is complete:

BizInsightXL x|

Repair and Compact successful For: C4Bizhet
SoftwareiBizInsightiz-Ma 3500 BizInsight . biz

View Events

Bizlnsight adds an event log to Microsoft Window’s Event Viewer tool.
Errors and other information related to Bizinsight’s functioning will be
logged to this event viewer log file. Use this button to view this
information.

| Eventviewer (=]

| Source teszage

21:13:05 PM
TA320121:13.05 P | Bizlngight<L | Bizlnsight COM Add-in succeeded in zaving uzer.config file:
TAI20121:15:04 PM | Bizlnzight<L | Bizlnzight loading menu tree uzing Provider=Microzaft.Jet.0
TA2/2012 6:25:01 P | Bizlnzight<L | Bizlnsight COM Add-in succeeded in saving user.config file;
TA2/2012 6:25:01 PR | Bizlngight<L | Bizlnsight COM Add-in succeeded in zaving uzer.config file:
TA22012 6:25:00 PM | Bizlnzight<L | Bizlnzight loading menu tree uzing Provider=Microzaft.Jet.0
TA220126:0410 PR | Bizlngight<L | Bizlnsight loading menu tree using Provider=Microzaft.Jet. 0

| 71 2HED1|2 E:04:10 PM [ Bizlnsight=<L | Bizlnzight COM Add-in succeeded in zaving user.config file T
L] k

Bizlnzight<L | Bizlnzight COM Add-in succeeded in saving user.config file:

Export Events

Use this button to export the events written to the BizNet Software event
viewer log.

BizInsightXL x|

Log successFully writken to:
C:\Usersidavis\Downloads\Deskiopl Log_kmpSE&, txk
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1.2.4. Support for SQL authentication

Bizlnsight has been enhanced to support SQL authentication. Users will be prompted for their SQL
credentials at the first data retrieval call and the supplied credentials will be stored for that Excel
session and used for subsequent data retrievals. This new feature can be enabled in the Application
Settings dialog.

IMPORTANT: SQL authentication cannot be used for any content packs that use Linked Servers to
retrieve data from the accounting system database.

1.2.5. Configurable cache duration

The cache duration for the in memory caches is now configurable. The default duration is 40,000
seconds or 12 hours. To adjust this value, edit the CacheExpiration setting in the app.config file
located in the bin5 subdirectory of the Bizlnsight installation directory.

1.3. Major Revisions/Addressed Bugs
The following bugs have been addressed in the 5.0.34 release.

1. Default SSRS Server and Default SSRS Report Folder is hardcoded in analysis set lists.

2. Frequent corruption of .biz databases addressed with automatic and manual repair and

compact capabilities.

Formula Editor pop-up is no longer enabled on Windows XP.

4. Added ability to cancel error messages that occur during refresh. This will suppress all error
messages for the remainder of that Excel session and will allow refreshes that are resulting
in errors to finish without user intervention and allow customers to save their reports.
Closing and reopening Excel will restore error messaging.

5. Better error handling when functions cannot find the server, the RDL, or unauthorized
access to the report server as well as other key BizInsight files such as .biz files.

w

1.4. Minor Revisions/Addressed Bugs

1. The ability to refresh pivot caches has been provided as a Calculation Settings option in the
Application Settings dialog.
In memory cache RAM utilization on the client workstation has been improved.
When Offline, an Excel Refresh should give an accurate number of BizData calls.
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2. Known Issues

2.1. Drilldown menu is disabled
When the total number of characters passed to a function exceeds 255 characters, the drilldown

option will be disabled. Drilldown uses the ExcelApp.Evaluate which has a 255 character limit.

The workaround for the issue is to reduce the total number of values being passed in to the
function. Reduce the number of values being passed in to the function and break them into
separate functions and sum with an Excel function.

2.2. Increased user permissions required for XMLFast
Admins must assign correct user privileges in Reporting Services. In testing, only Browser

permission level denies access when using the XMLFast feature.

2.3. The BizInsight installer will no longer lay down .USERS files.

These files will be included in the Shared Directory Files download of the Content packs. With the
addition of the Scan For Content feature, no content specific files or centrally managed files are
managed by the client installer. A Content Pack installer is planned for a future release which will
configure the server files (.biz, .rdl, .rds, .xll, .dna, .dll) and Scan For Content is planned to handle
the transfer of content to the client workstations.

3. Documentation Updates

All BizInsight documentation has been updated with information pertinent to this release. The
Installation Guide contains updated instructions that address correct configuration for the Scan for
Content feature as well as the additional configuration requirements for the XMLFast feature.

The Guide to Using Bizlnsight has been updated to provide information on the new features
available in the Application Settings dialog.
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